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• Assets transfer and disposal

• Informing the astronomy community

• Events

Three areas of closeout work, general timeline ~ May-June 2023
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Assets Transfer and Disposal

• Inventory physical assets, disposal 
recommendations, dispose

• Put in place information campaign 
about resources transfer

• Design, test and perform the transfer of 
information for science users to IRSA website. 
95% of information will be transferred.

• Design, test and perform transfer of web 
materials for general community to NASA 
platforms.

• Establish website redirect from sofia.usra.edu to 
IRSA website ~May 2023
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Informing the Astronomy Community

Announcements

• E-newsletter: ~ monthly 
communication of news, 
opportunities, and general information 
to 4000+ recipients. Each issue focuses 
on a legacy program.

• E-announcements to inform the 
community about closeout

• Bi-monthly Tele-Talks
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Informing the Astronomy Community

SOFIA Blog
• Great support for press / social media diffusion
• About 1-2 posts per month up until ~May 2023
• Blog area hosted on NASA.gov, will not close

SOFIA Spotlights
• In depth pieces contributed by authors
• 3-4 last spotlights to be edited/written, monthly 

publication
• Last semi-annual printed newsletter dedicated to legacy 

programs will be distributed at AAS
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Informing the Astronomy Community
Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)

• Used to target Astronomers + general public 
• Coordinated campaigns with partners
• Special campaign for last month of ope
• Diffusing blog posts / spotlights / products
• Transition to NASA Universe account ~May 2023
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Informing the Astronomy Community

Help Desk: USRA continues to provide direct support 
up until transfer to IRSA HelpDesk. Will help train 
IRSA staff to SOFIA requests (data analysis and 
reprocessing, funding…)

Maintain website

• Announcements and information about 
publications, data processing information, reports, 
events..

• Recent webpages: multi-instrument programs, 
AGN datasets, multi-facility pages
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Informing the Astronomy Community

Build up legacy pages

• Including tools/scripts/documents/publications 
for each program

• Information will be transferred to IRSA legacy 
pages

• IRSA legacy pages currently link to SOFIA-
processed data products; eventually can also link 
to custom-processed products, catalogues, 
ancillary data, in addition to tools and 
documents

50SUG Meeting #21



Informing the Astronomy Community

Cookbooks

• Significant progress in cookbooks series: 16 items 
covering all instruments

• Mostly python-based, Now including examples using 
Webb/ radio/ DS9 tools

• May produce 1-3 more cookbooks in the rest of FY

FAQs

• Collection based on HelpDesk analysis
• Recently expanded to all instruments
• Living Repository of staff knowledge
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Events

Topical scientific workshops:
• 1-2 in FY22, ~4-5 hours each
• Effective way to reach out beyond traditional 

users, encourage archival research

October 22: AGN Feedback workshop
• 6 talks, lively discussion
• Good attendance: 90 attendees over 4 hours
• Outcome: AGN datasets list, online talks, 

executive summary

Ad-hoc webinars:
• 2-3 in the FY23, 1-hour long
• Information about closeout, legacy products
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Presence at Winter 2023 AAS

• No Booth or Townhall

• Presence at NASA booth

• Printed materials: glossy newsletter, flyer on user support transition

• 2 Theater presentations (TBD):  FORCAST Legacy, EXES Legacy

• 1 NASA Hyperwall Talk: SALSA Legacy (extragalactic mag. Fields)

• press conference support

• Social event for SOFIA users (TBD)
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Events
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• Still early stages or preparation

• Following the successful model of first SOFIA School

• All virtual, 2-3 days

• Focus on scientific cases and IR radiation theory

• Support from STScI

(outside scope of this team): SOFIA Science Conference

TBD, hosted by USRA HQ
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Events

SOFIA School (~March 10, 2023, TBC)
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