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Cycle 4 Basics

Approximately 500 hours of observing time offered via the US queue, and an
additional 80 hours via the German queue.

Infrared instruments - EXES, FIFI-LS, FLITECAM, FORCAST, GREAT, HAWC+.
Optical photometers - HIPO, (FLITECAM/HIPO), FPI+.

Southern hemisphere deployments with two instruments.

$5.5 million funding available for successful US based investigators.

New category, “Impact Proposals” - multi-year, of order 100 hour requests. 
Not surveys!

Observing period will be March 2016 through February 2017.
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Two Phase Process

Phase I proposals contain the scientific justification and the feasibility analysis for 
the proposed observing program. The deadline for Cycle 4 Phase I proposal 
submission is July 10, 2015, at 9:00pm Pacific Time.

The submitted proposals undergo technical review by SOFIA Science Center staff, 
peer reviews are held separately for the US and German queue proposals, the 
recommendations are discussed by the Director and Deputy Director and the 
merged results announced (expected, early October, 2015).

Phase II starts soon after the announcement of results. Each successful proposal is 
assigned a support scientist, who helps the PI prepare the detailed observing set-up 
for each of the targets. The submission consists primarily of a set of “Astronomical 
Observation Requests” (AORs) that are planned and implemented.

This talk focuses on the Phase I proposal preparation!
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http://www.sofia.usra.edu/Science/proposals/cycle4/phase1.html
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Webpage and Documents
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Outline

1.Generating the science idea(s).

2. Checking existing and planned observations.

3. Exposure time estimation and feasibility analysis.

4. Proposal preparation and submission.

5. Using SSpot, the Phase II tool.
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Generating the science idea(s)

Resources available on our Science webpages:

Links to publications

SOFIA Community Teletalks archive

Workshop, Splinter Session presentations

The Science Vision document

Instrument flyers
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http://www.sofia.usra.edu/Science/
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Checking existing and planned observations

Reserved Observations Catalogs
(appendices in the Call for Proposals document)

AOR search for Cycle 3 (current observing cycle).

Science Archive for past and current observing cycles.
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FIFI-LS Reserved Observations Catalog

9



SOFIA Observers’ Workshop, May 20-21, 2015 ; Mountain View, CA

https://dcs.sofia.usra.edu

10



SOFIA Observers’ Workshop, May 20-21, 2015 ; Mountain View, CA

AOR Search Page
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AOR Search Results
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https://dcs.sofia.usra.edu
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Science Archive Search Page
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Science Archive Search Results - 1
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Science Archive Search Results - 2
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https://dcs.sofia.usra.edu
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Exposure time estimation: SITE
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FORCAST Grism Time Estimation - 1
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FORCAST Grism Time Estimation - 2
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GREAT Time Estimation - 1
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GREAT Time Estimation - 2
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Atmospheric Transmission - ATRAN

SOFIA Observers’ Workshop, May 20-21, 2015 ; Mountain View, CA 23



SOFIA Observers’ Workshop, May 20-21, 2015 ; Mountain View, CA

Proposal preparation and submission

Phase I proposals must be prepared and submitted 
using the SOFIA Proposal Tool (SPT).  

SPT is based on the Astronomer’s Proposal Tool (APT) 
developed and used for Hubble Space Telescope 
proposals.

The most recent version, SPT v2.8.1, has to be used 
for Cycle 4 proposals.
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SOFIA Proposal Tool (SPT)

25



SOFIA Observers’ Workshop, May 20-21, 2015 ; Mountain View, CA

SPT Example - FORCAST
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SPT Example - EXES

Text
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SSpot (SOFIA Spot)
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FORCAST Grism AOR
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FORCAST Grism Overlay
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FIFI-LS AOR - 1
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FIFI-LS AOR - 2
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FIFI-LS AOR - 3
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FIFI-LS Overlay
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Recap

Generating the science idea(s).

Checking existing and planned observations.

Exposure time estimation and feasibility analysis.

Proposal preparation and submission.

Using SSpot, the Phase II tool.
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SOFIA Cycle 4 Call for Proposals Document

http://www.sofia.usra.edu/Science/proposals/cycle4/phase1.html

Observer’s Handbook for Cycle 4

Email the SOFIA help desk - sofia_help@sofia.usra.edu

Coda
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