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Science Outreach Activities



SOFIA Observers’ Workshop, May 20-21, 2015.

Splinter session, and science participation at the IAU, August 2015.

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.

Topics in this presentation

Presence at future AAS meetings.

SOFIA Community Tele-talk series.

Questions for the SOFIA Users Group.

Basic tasks of the Science Outreach Group (SOG).



SOG Tasks

(i) Keeping track of conferences of relevance to SOFIA, organizing participation or otherwise 
providing visibility for the Observatory at these conferences.

(ii) Organizing talks about SOFIA at universities and other institutions.

(iii) Planning SOFIA workshops and splinter sessions at the AAS meetings.

(iv) Identifying other activities in which SOG members can usefully participate to highlight 
SOFIA science and capabilities.

Science Outreach Group

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.



7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.

Meetings Watchlist example



2015 SOFIA Observers’ Workshop
LOC: B-G Andersson, A. Boogert, A. Helton, R. Sankrit

http://www.sofia.usra.edu/Science/workshops/SOFIA_Workshop_2015/workshop.html

May 20-21 2015
The Historic Adobe Building
157 Moffett Blvd
Mountain View, CA 94043

The workshop will provide information about the observatory and its scientific capabilities, and 
about the proposal process.  The material will be presented at a range of levels, suitable for 
new and experienced users of the Observatory, and for infra-red experts and non-experts.

The workshop will include a science talk, and scientific results from SOFIA observations will be 
presented as examples throughout.

Participants are invited to present posters on SOFIA related science.

General Investigators with SOFIA data are invited to visit the Science Center on May 22nd.

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/157+Moffett+Blvd,+Mountain+View,+CA+94043/@37.395834,-122.077183,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x808fb7366289bd81:0x40630d6d454b033c
https://www.google.com/maps/place/157+Moffett+Blvd,+Mountain+View,+CA+94043/@37.395834,-122.077183,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x808fb7366289bd81:0x40630d6d454b033c


IAU XXIXth General Assembly

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.

SOFIA Splinter Session 

Wednesday, 5 August at 6:00pm-7:30pm (first week).

Meeting Description: The Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy, SOFIA, is a 2.5 meter infrared telescope mounted 
in a Boeing 747SP that operates at altitudes up to 14 km (45,000 ft).  It is a joint program of NASA and the German Aerospace 
Center, DLR.   In March 2015, SOFIA started its third annual Cycle of guest investigator observations. In this session, we will 
update the community on the progress of the observatory and its scientific instruments, including the upcoming commissioning 
of HAWC+.  We will outline our plans for future Calls for Proposals for observations using SOFIA, which are open to the 
astronomy community worldwide.



IAU XXIXth General Assembly

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.

SOFIA presence at scientific sessions



SOFIA at the AAS Meetings

The baseline plan - 

SOFIA booth at all AAS meetings, with personnel available to answer questions and provide help to 
users and potential users of the Observatory.

SOFIA splinter session or Town Hall at all winter meetings.  

Possible modifications and additions -

Splinter session at a summer meeting, as did take place at the June 2014 Boston AAS.

Mini-workshop either at the booth, or in a separate venue.

Special session highlighting SOFIA science; this would be part of the main scientific program.  (January 
2016 in Florida a possible target?) 

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.



SOFIA Science Conference?

We are exploring the following options -

i) A SOFIA Science Conference in Mountain View, middle of 2016.

ii) A “special session” at the next winter meeting of the AAS in Florida, January 2016.

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.



SOFIA Community Forum Tele-Talks
organized by Dan Lester (U. Texas, Austin), and supported by R. Sankrit (SOFIA/USRA)

http://www.sofia.usra.edu/Science/SCF/http://spirit.as.utexas.edu/~dan/SOFIAteletalk/agenda.htm

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.



Questions for the SOFIA Users Group

7th SUG Meeting, NASA Ames, Moffett Field, CA ; April 15, 2015.

Our aim is to get the astronomy community interested and excited about SOFIA, and 
the science it enables.

Questions

Given the specific circumstance of a Senior Review in the near future, what venues 
exist and what channels of communication are available to us for outreach that we 
may not have considered?

Are there ways to fine-tune our message at the various forums that we already 
participate in?


